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Morehead State University has gone to court to get approval to sell 122 mobile homes bought in the early
1970s to house married students.
Richard Baxter, an assistant to Morehead President Herb Reinhard Jr., said records indicated that the
university paid Morehead businessman Ed Mabry for the mobile homes, but Mabry contended last month
that the university could not legally sell the homes because he still held titles for them.
Consequently, the university filed a lawsuit Friday in Rowan Circuit Court to settle the dispute. The state's
Finance and Administration Cabinet joined the university as a petitioner in the suit, seeking court
determination of the mobile homes' ownership.
The dispute surfaced after Reinhard won approval April 26 from Morehead board of regents to sell the
mobile homes, which he said were uneconomical to maintain and were no longer needed because of
declining enrollment.
The regents also approved Reinhard's recommendation to terminate the university's lease on mobile home
pads at Criqueside Mobile Home Park. Baxter said that the university had paid Mabry $59,040 a year since
1971 to house the mobile homes at the park, about a mile from campus.
An Aug. 15 letter from Mabry's attorney, Truman Dehner of Morehead, to Porter Dailey, the university's vice
president for administrative and fiscal services, said titles to the mobile homes were still held by Mabry Ed's
Auto & Trailer Sales. Dehner suggested that Morehead cancel any plans to sell the mobile homes "until
there is some resolution of their ownership."
Five days later in a letter to Mabry, Dailey said he had learned that the titles had not been transferred to
Morehead State when the mobile homes were bought.
"I will not at this point speculate as to why titles were never delivered to Morehead State University at the
time payments of $440,538.50 were made," Dailey said.
Dehner also mentioned an agreement that said ownership of the trailers would revert to Mabry "after a
specified period of time."

Baxter said that no record of such an agreement had been found in university files and that Dehner had not
forwarded a copy of any such agreement to the school.
Mabry could not be reached for comment, and Dehner declined to discuss the suit.
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